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A father who held his dying son in his arms after
a hoom collapsed st an Kl Segundo copstruction site
will receive part of a 421 million settlement approved
this wesk in Superior Court, Torrance, .
. The oui-of-rourt agreement was strock a week before
trial was to begin over the death of Lucius MaGee
Jr, a 3l-year-old Lang Bemeh man crushed by a
90-foot boom a3 his father stood by helplessiy,

_The relatiopship between Lucius MaGse Sr. and
humhadxurpmedammpatemalbnndand
EICWR into a friendship after the younger man took
his father's advics and e 3 construction laborer,
said the father's attorney, :

_ For thres years, they rode to job together, ._sored
side by side ard even fved together when their work
took them out of town, gaid Wilmingtcn attoroey
Larry Boath, wio represented the MaGee family.

The MaGees were working on a building under
-tensirnetion at Boghes Aircraft when the heavy, 0-foat
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Family wins $21 million in death

boom hoisted above the ground broke free, crushigg
Lueius JE. .

The elder MaGee fonnd extraordinary strength to |
lift the stes! siructure from his son's chest, then spent
the pext severa! minufes Listening to bit cries for
belp apd holding him while be disd, .-

The family contends Challenge-Cook Brothers Enc.
— the manufaciurer-of the boom — and L A, Concrets
Pumping Inc., which owned and rented out the massive
steel beam, fafled to remedy structural Baws that
led to the collapse on Feb, 17, 1951,

Two years before the daath, the mamfacturer he.
came aware of other aceidents caused by welding

defects in aome 100 booms they kad soid to contractors .

throughout the United States and Canada, They: ssned
notices to eustomers who purchased the booms, Warning
them of possible death injury or property loss if they
were rented out in their present state, Booth zaid.
Challenge-Cock offered to pay repair costs and ree-

" omrgended action be taien within 10 working dayz,
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Booth =aid, MaGee was kiiled on the saventh day
after the warning,. )

The manufacturer contended it had met its respon-
sibility by sending out noiifieation of the danger,
according to documents filed in the suit.

But LA Concrete said it continued to reat out the
boom because the warning was not strong enpugh.
and fafled to convey the proper sense of mrgency,

- said B William Schoettier Jr, attoroey for the com-

pany.
“They could say, Do it within the next 10 working
days,' or they could say, “Wait, don’t even drive It
out of the driveway, * Schosttler said, “There's an
obvious difference thers, but it's cne of degres, Ten
days doesn't give the impression of urpency.” -
After the death of MaGee, the mamufacrurer notified
customers that the boom must be “shut down at
onee,” — an action that should have been taken bef,

-the accident, the MaGee family held. Lot

" *Qver 100 loaded guns had been relsased into

stream of commerce and defendimt Challenge-Cook
Brothers threw the dice for aver two years with the

lives of hundreds of workmen® the suit alleged.

Because the booms reot for hundreds of doflsrs
per day, the MaGees charged that the owner failed
to make the repair because economics were a higher
priority than safety, = - T )

The settlement i3 got an admission of guilt by any
party, Schoettler safd. It represems a compromise
reached to avoid the risk of 3 jury verdict, he said. -

The settlement requires the two firms to Invest g~ -
total of $25 million, which will yield $21$ million
over a lifstime for the father; Matee's widow, Mattie;
and théie three ypung children. e
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