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Crlppled Securlty Gl'lard‘ Wms $5 8 Mlllton

. By MYRNA OLIVER Times Legal Affairs Writer -

Kmney Shoe Corp was ordered Frlday'

to pay $5.8 million to a former security

guard who was paralyzed by a gunshet .
when he accompanied a store manager to'a .
poorly lighted night-deposit vault that the:
manager had warned was dangerous, . .-« - -
durors .in _the: court of Los Angeles.-
Superior Court- Judge Edward A. Hinz Jr. :
handed down the verdict in favor of Ernest
Bennett, 51, after two days of: dehberatlon .

and a two-week trial, -

Of the award, $4 million was for Ben-'

"nett's pain and suffering, and $1,784,572.59

was for lost future earnmgs and past and . o

- Jim Forster to a nearby bank night-deposit

_ “about %:30 p.m. with a canvas bag contain-
'mg several thousand dollars. -

. future medical care,
" Bennett, whois confined toa wheelchalr,
was not m COLllt Frlday But his attorney,

‘ Larry Booth gaid after 1nformmg Bennett .
‘of the verdict by telephone that his client .

was . very, happy and “thinks after. fwe

jyears that he finally got justice.”

-Kinney attorney Gary A. Hamblet. sald
‘he was “disappointed” in the verdict ang

added: “Thaven't talked with my client yet,

but I expect we will appeal.”

Booth 'said Bennett was workmg asa’
_private security guard at the Kinney shoe
'store on' Manchester Boulevard near West- -
“‘ern ‘Avenue in South-Central Los Angeles
“when the shooting occurred Jan; 5, 1983.

Bennett drove Kmney store manager

Beoth persuaded Jurors that Kinney-
improperly failed to warn Bennett or
protect him from danger, even though

' another guard had been stalked by a group

of people in the parking lot the previous
two nights and -had drawn his gun to
prevent a robkery or assaulf, .

‘When Bennett got out of the car, Booth
said, he was shot in’ the abdomen by a
robber who has never been caught.

Forster testified that he had urged his

* company for five .years to arrange for a

nightly armored car pickup for the store's

" cash. He said he considered the designated
- bank night-deposit site dangerous because

it was poorly lighted and located behind the
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bank on adark back street,

‘The manager. also testified that
K;nney had switched banks a few

months earlier, changing from one

with. ‘a relatively safely- lighted’
' night-deposit fac1hty to the one he *

considered risky.

“Booth said that after the shoot- _
mg, Kinney finally took Forster’s .
advice and seheduled. armored car.

pmkups at the store,

The shoe company claimed that '

the ‘person who shot Bennett

shoulg be responsible for any dam- -

ages, rather than I{mney

o "I you gail a boat down a |
-"shark- mfested waterway,” Booth
.argued,
_sharks "

“you can't blame the

“They just 1gnored the problem,”

- Booth said after the verdict,
The-attorney said Bennett, the.
- father of two, has been unable to
work and was diverced by his wife
_as a result of the shooting. ‘The

gunshot, which struck. his spine,

paralyzed him from the waist .
" down. Booth said Bennett has alsa

developed diabetes and other med-

“ical problems because of his
e wounds .




